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IN great wealth and proſperity,which 


3) SD} ey now enjoy) makes me ( « 
\ We ER member thereof) to ſtand partly 
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ingazed for them to this Kingdom; Ky 
and in thankfullne(ſe to render my hearty prayers, and © "Pp 
beſt endeavours for it, that it may flouriſh 1 peace, true —— _— - 


Religion and plenty: But ſeang that either through 
ſome unworthy members their negligence , ignorance or 
wilifull injuries, it hath of late ſuffered a greas decay of 
its wonred Trade, and (in that) of its wealth, and know- 
ing by my long practiſe and experience that the draynins 
and imbanking of ſurrounded lands, (they being in them- 


for advancement ©} Trade, prevention of all further 
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ture, andrepairing of the already paſt decay ,45 can be preſcri- 
bed, I 6 mans to preſent T4 [Ars Fenpbier, ow 
ning drayning and imbanking to you ; which, though (by 
reaſon of my unexperineſſe in this language) you ſhall 
finde in a Hyle unworthy the matter, ( much more Tour 
view ) be pleaſed to accept, reade, and duely conſider 
for the matters ſake;as alſo for that it commeth from one, who 
meither out of applauſe or yeward, but only in demonſtra- 
$/0p of his great gratitude, humble duty, fervent Jeale, 
and entire aff eftion to this King and State, hath preſen- 
ted it to you. Sopraying to Godto proſper all your labours 
with a happy t(ſuc, I ref 
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H E good of Drayning,in that it cle2- 
reth and maketh wholeſome the aire, 
bettereth the ground, and maketh it 
freer from that corrupt moyſture 
which rotteth cattle, is evident to all; 
therefore, ſithence whatſoever might 
be ſpoken to that effe& would be 
ncedlefſe ; I will paſſe by it, and ac- 
quaint you with greater benefits, ci- 

ther going along with,or neceſſarily following, this underta- 

king ; and which, (by obſervation of other Countries, and 
part of this, 1 may juſtly collet,) may be reaped by this 
whole Kingdome from hence: which, when demonſtrated. 

(as I doubt not to doe) I perſwade me all v;ctl-willers to 

= Common-wealth, will runne into a {pecdy proſecution 

of it. 
Firſt then, (imitating a skilfull Phyfitian who firſt maketh 

a diligent ſcrutinic into the cauſe, and malignant qualities of 
a diſeaſe, cre he meddle with the cure) I will ſhew you the 
great defects and maladies rhe body of this Kingdome long 
hath, and ſtill doth, labour with ; next, how they may be re- 
paired and cured by this worke of well drayyning and 1umban- 
king ſurrounded lands. Laſtly, 1 will anſwer the ObjzQions 
which are ordinarily made by the oppoſers of this lo landable 
and profitable a worke. 
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Concerning the Defetts or grievances, 


It coſts this Kingdome, for oilc, for ſoape, for flaxe, tor 
hempe, for fine linnen cloth, for thre2d, for yarne, for roapes, 
for ſaile-clothes, for madder, and fach like, many hundred 
thouſand pounds a yeare; as all Merchants know, and ſome 
will confefſe : and fome yeares, it ſuffereth in buying a great | 
f quantity of corne; as for example, Boſton (alittle Towne in 
Lincolne-/hiere) three yeares {:nce, in fixe moneths imported | 
about thirty thouſand pounds worth of corne, as ſome Mer- 
chants,of that place,informed me,and by the great quantities, I 
might conjeQure : balides the bringing in of Cheeſe,5c, All 
which exceedingly impoveriſh this Kingdome by the loſſc 
of their moneys 1n the vety buying, and alſoat a deare rate,and 
hinder the manifaQures ; and- by theſe meanes daily increaſe 
the number of idle and woore people, Theſe crying defeds 
and grievances I will not more lrg-ly inſiſt on,.- becauſe 
others 1n late Treatiſ:s have already utficiently declared them, 
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T he remedies of theſe grievances, 


Here I will, for thz more plaine and ealie demonſtration of 
the benetits, give you the number of ſome Levells, which 
have fallen within my knowledge; and, according to the 
computation of the benefit to be made cut of them, you may 
coile& what may ariſe ont of a!l other draynings withinand 
throughout this Kingdome. 

The Levell formerly the Lord of Bedfords (now his Ne- 
zeltics) 1s eſteemed to be 40000. acres. 

The Fennes neare Lirco/ne with the ſurrounded feveralts of 
the Earle of Lind/eys drayning :nd 800 Fennes, which his 
Majelty hath undertaken are 1 06600, acres. 

Sir Anthony Thomas his drayning with the ſcveralls are a- 

L . bout 45000, acres. 

be” | The Levell at Farfie/4 Chace with the adjaccot Commons 
and ſeveralls are about 65 6oo, acres. 
+ The Drayning of Encolne 19600, acres, 

";0 Pottery 
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(as I am informed) more for Holland linnen only, thenut receivs 


(3) 
Pottery Carr near Doncaſter 4600. acres. 
Surrounded grounds neare Beverly about 20000. acres, 


Out of theſe lands onely being about 6672co. acres, 
the benchit may ariſe as followeth, 


120000. acres ſowne with Cole and Rape-ſced, may well, 
and ordinarily doth yecld 46000 laſt of fred, which 1s but 
one laſt on three acres; and 11 quarters of ſecede will make 
one tunne cf oile; but I will- take 12 quarters and eſteeme ir 
worth but 25'Þ. the tunne (though it 1s fold at this time for 
27'Þ, the tunne) amounts at 25'?, the tunne yearely to 
833333", 6584, 

T his oile is ſuch as 1suſed commonly in ſoinning for the ma- 
king of wollen-cloth, and by tanners, and for many other uſes: 
and if it be made into ſoape, it will make very ſweete and 
good ; and no other is ſuffered to be {old in other Kingdomes 
and Countries, For ſfoape made of traine oyles, greaſe, and 
ſuch other, noiſome ſtutie, is prohibited, as being a cauſe of 
diſeaſes, and left for the uſe oft Tanners.c* c, 

And this making of oyle into ſoape is a great benefit,beſides 
the making of the oile it ſelte ; which protit of making oile 
appeares by the many mills that are ere&ed in this Kingdome 
ſince theDrayning of the Levell of Hatfield Chace,and the im- 
banking of Comvey Iſland.and Fobbing Marſh,and others;as alſo 
m that Forreigners fetch, and others from hence doe fend in 
to forreigne parts, many thouſand laſt of ſzed in a yeare,which 
they make into oile and bring backe againe; they paying 10. 
or 12, pound a laſt for ſeed, and receiving of us for the oile 


"when it is returned 24.ar 26"? the tunne, 


68000, acres ſowneyearely with flaxe ; the increaſe of every 
acre, will be worth when it isdrefſed about 15.!*, (though 
at 15”, the acre,it there hath beene 27!®, made of one acre) 
in Hatfield Chace commeth to goocoo ", yearely, 

Beſides, great profit may be made, and much expence faved, 
by making of linnen cloth in this Kingdome, Here by the 
way it 1sto be conſidered, that this Kingdome paics yearely 


for 


(4) 
for all the woollen cloth ſent out from hence into forreigne 
parts, 
60000. acres of Hempe taking 3. acres for one of flaxe 
(dreſſed) I eſteeme at 5-1 3*--4*. the acre (though a good 
acre of hemp may be worth 15" )and at the rate of 5-1 3'=4\, 
the acre, it comes to 340000” yearely. 

Beſides, the benefit of it made into linnen faile-clothes, and 
roapes, which will be of great value, 

10000 acres of Woad (this groufid being very fit for it) 
will yeeld 20”, an acre, and at that rate it commeth to 
200000", yearely, 

5000, acres of Madder, cyery acre yeelding 20 hundred 
weight,or thereaboutsz but 1 will account but 1000 weight, 
and at 3* 10', the handred weight (though for theſe feven 
yearesit hath beene fold for 4”. the hundred) commeth to 
175000®, yearely : and there is now paid yearely for this 
commodity here, comming out of Si/ef7a or the Low Coun- 
tries about 1000Co *, 

Ioocoo z:cres ſowne with wheate, ry, and barley, will be 
worth about 3*. an acre, (dreſſed fit for fale) which commeth 
to 300000”, yearcly, | 

I00009 acres Comb oates, peaſe, and beanes I ac- 
compt will yeeld 2", an acre (dreſſed) though oftentimes 
in Hatfield Levell 5”, hath beene made of one acre of oates, 
at 2”, the acre it commeth to 200000", yearely. 

1000 acres of onions will, when ready for fale or tranſ- 
portation, be worth 15000”, 

207000 acres in Mcadow and paſture, to keepe cowes to 
make butter and cheeſe, for feeding and breeding of cattle, 
horſe, and ſheepe will be worth 5 coooo” yearely with the 
charges comprehended. 

4000 acres remaine for building of Houſes, for Gardens, 
Orchards, Nurſeries for trees, for ſowing of Carrets, Turneps, 
Annis, Coriander, and Nardis ſeedes, and ſuch like which 
cannet be valued, 

Here you may ſee what great good,to the King and King- 
dome in having theſe commodities cheape, and of their owne, 
inthe imployment of the poore people, and in many other 

reſpes 


) 
reſpeAs, would ariſe, for the then preſent,'and more for the fu- 
ture out of 667200: acres, 

Many other Levells, ſurrounded, and waſt grounds there 
are (unknowne to me) which may be thus imployed and 
yeeld no lefle profit. 

But theſe lands nor other in the like kind ſurrounded can- 
not produce the forementioned profit, unleſſe it be contrived 
that every 2co acres,or lefle, be made pafſable by land. a.d by 
boatcs for them that will live there, and for the tranſporting of 
their commodities Winter and Summer. And that in the 
great Level!(called the Lord of Bedfords Levill)order be gi- 
vento the direRor of the works, new draynes, and rivers, 
that he lay-and contrive them for tranſportation by water cve= 
ry where, ſofarre as the limits thereof deextend. And in 
like manner from thence (being the river gf Glen or Dee- 
ping Fenn) that it be continued towards Lincoine ; and orde- 
red tobe made ſufficient for tranſportation ; for the charges 
of this, I will (being required) fet downe a way without 
any particular prejudice z which, beſides the perfecting of 
theſe works, will yield ſome thovſand pounds per annm to 
the King, And that further the traniportation be made 
perfe from Lincolne into Trent, that Loates may paſle at all 
times in Summer as they have already in ſome Winters : all 
theſe works,their Nuces, ſs, verladas, and overtyes, contri- 
ved and ordered :s. they are in Helland in the Low Coun- 
tries; and if this be done, paſſhge will be by water within 
the Countrey from YTorke,and 20 miles higher,to Cambridge; 
and out of theſe Levells aforeſaid into 12.* adjacent Coun- 
ties : and likewiſe paſſage for crolling* theſe Countics al- 
moſt every where from Towne to Towne, What great be- 
nefit the City of London, and all other Cities, Townes and 
Counties, _ aajoyning to theſe 12. Counties) may 
my by this, 1 leave to men of judgement to conceive, 
and what great infching this will be to the other parts 
of this Kingdome in advancing of trade, I ſhould in more 
particular manner have handled, if Lewis Roberrs Merchant, 
in his late Treatiſe, intituled The Treaſwre of traffique, had 
not declared it 
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(6) 
Now concerning the Obieftlions, 


But firſt, give me leave to ſpeake a word or two, con- 
cerning the oppoſers of that which hath already beene 
done in this buſinefle : to whom (if duely conſidered) 
no anfwer, to what they can ſay, need be given ; ſithence 
moſt of them are either ſach, who themſelves formerly, by 
entreaties, ang otherwiſe, have laboured to have ſhares in the 
Drayning, and not obtaining their delires, now fſecke the 
ruine of thoſe who are the undertakers ; or ſach, who, ha- 
ving by right no cominon, and living many miles off, by 
indire&t meanesprocure feeding for their cattle (to the great | 
prejudice of the poore 1gnorant commoner) or ſach who | 
confeſſe themſelves to have no right in the Fennes; yet be- 
cauſe their Land-lord, ſome great man amongſt them, or 
other friend, is intereſted, doc, without the leaſt thought 
of either private or publique good, or 111, leane to, and 
take part in, the quarrell, mcerely becauſe his; and ſpeake, 
wri nay ſweare too, by his direion z which one 
not ſo well ready in his leffon as the reſt, did diſplay in his 
contradiQing anſwers upon examination not long (ince be- 
i forethe Committee for this bufineſſe ; or ſuch, who, havi 
# according to Law beene puniſhed for their outrages, wn. 

riots, ſeck a malitions revenge againſt the undertakers to 
whom they have done injury ; or (laſtly) ſuch, who main- 
taine and proſecute the rude and ignorant peoples begun ma- 
fice, onely out of a popular ambition. 

The conſideration of theſe mens private and unworthy 
ends, in rcfiſting ſo generally benefictall a work, makes an 
anſwer ſuperfluous ; but, for the fatisfagion of thoſe few, 
who are reaſonable (willing to keepe what they are yet per= 
fwaded is their due mheritance, and (as they thinke) in as 
firme and good a condition as it hath breene ever, or may 

' be made; and yet as willing to part with it upon cettaine 
improvement of it, and the common good) for theſe mens 
ftisfh&ion (I fay) I will anfiver the ObjeRions feverally 
which arc made. 


Obiettion 1. 


(7) E | 

ObietHen, 1, That Drayning deftroyeth fiſb and rate. 

I anſwer, That there will be as many fiſh (as former- 
ly) in old and new rivers and draynes, if fluces are made 
to purpoſe as they ought tote : but _ I ſhould admit a 
totall deſtruction of wild foule, (though there will be fome 
| doubtleſſe after Drayning the rape and Cole being a ſhelter 

for them when they breed) inſtead of wild, there will be 
an extraordinary encreaſe of all kinds of tame foule in 
every yard; and Hores, Partridge, and ſuch other things 
(unknowneto the place befcre) will breed there, which 
are cauſes beth of delight and proht, 

Obieftion 2. That though the profit would be great, if 
| the grounds were well drayned, manured, and ordered as 
they ſhould be, we want able and skilfull men to doe it,our 
ſelves being ignorant therein, 

1 anſwer, That the diviſion of the lands aforeſaid, and 
tranſportation made, and all other things (as I before ſhew- 
ed) prepared, and liberty of religion (as in Queene Eliz4- 
beths time) unto ſtrangers gixen, the priviledge (among 
other) of purchaſing and poſſeſſing lands gained by drayning 
and imbanking, as alſo of tranſporting of all kindes of 
corne, and other commodities growing upon theſe lands, 
granted, paying cuſtomes as natives,tho Low-Countrey-men 
will foone come over, and buy, and hire theſe lands at a dca- 
rer rate by halfe then any native; nor is that all, here the 

t beginnes rather then ends; (though that be a matter 
conſiderable) the knowledge of making of all forts of linnen 
cloth, thread, ſweet and good, oile, and ſoape, fiſhing 
(which this Kingdome hath fo long cndeayoured) and all 
other trades (in which they exceil) would ſoone be gai- 
ned ; oor no doubt in ow __ = natives of theſe 

arts ing very apprehenſive of any thing they either ſee 
S_ or are Mtruted in) would become beer wriſts then 
their inſtruors. By theſe meanes his Majeſty for his ſhare 
might have ont of the great Levell onely (if well drayned 
and moft part of it made fit for winter corne) one hundred 
thouſand pounds a yeare; and if matters are well ordercs, 

much morc in few yeares. 
B 2 Obiettion 3. 
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k (9, 
{9 34: Thatthough theſe. Lands my be, drayned, and 
proit:bs} mide,' yet not; to the commoner; or it-ſo:ne, yet 
not fo great as to the undertaker; he having too large a 
propottion being about a third part, | 
| R - 16 the firſt part of this 05j2Rion_I anſiver; that in the 
IF . drayning of the Earle of Lind'ey! (called ths great fenns of 
: Lincolne) it is manif2{t that ths reaginder genzrally of the 
commons there (beloaging to the country) do keep ma- 
ny more horſes and cattle, thza they did before the dray- 
ning; beſides ſheep, which coald not well f:ed there be- 
fore ; and that cattle d& proſper b2tter and are more ſound; 
and af this 'imoroozem?at fo ſoon, as in two years, be 
made, betors the wateriſh and ill nature of the graſſz be 
changed (which, by experience we find will turne all, or 
moſt part, into good ſweet graſle, clover and hony-ſuckles, 
"AS it 15 in the levell of Hatfiz/d-chare neare the Town of 
T borne, Fiſh-lake, Syke houſe , Ratcliffe , Croale , Stockwith, 
and others) how great mult the improovement needs be 
for the: future? I dare fay, one acte will be ſhortly fo pro- 
fitable for fteding of cattle, horſe and ſhzep, as two are at 
this preſent, and. will ſtill mend and improove for a long | 
time, | 
To the latter part of the OozzAtion I anſwer, 2s others 
have done to the like Objetion ; thit this onely betrayes 
their ignorance or malice ; who, like the dogg in the man- 
er, will neither disburſs monies, and be gainers them- 
elves; nor ſuffer others ; but whea others have with great 
hazard and paines expznded vaſt fammes of monies, and 
obtained a good ſucceſſe, then (when :00 late and contra» | 
ry to. all reaſon and equity ) they. would have ſhares ; prc- 
tending that they woald have drayned themſelves; or cls 
clamouring againſt the undertakers, as if they had too great 
proportions, by their illegitimate vexations, in breaking 
4 downe banks, filling up draynes, ' deſtroying the works, 
1 and turning whole heards of cattle into the undertakers 
Is rounds to ſpoyle their cropps (which hath, uadone many 
| Faficicr men ) they indcavour to make void that drayning 
which hath, with great charge, bin began, .and — 
4 ; Otners 


OY - 


(9) 

others to undertake the like for the fature:-when'S in 
the' 29"), of Eliz: Ther was a'Statute made for the 'in- 
couragement of the undertakers of Frith, Liſnes*and Plum 
ſtead, that they ſhould hive the moity of all ſuch gainey 
Lands, and an eigth part of fach other monty, and hold it 
of the Queen, as of the mannour of Greene-wich, in ſoccage 
by fealty, paying a penny an acre yearly, and no tithe for 
ſeyen yeares. In my opinion this proportion, in the Sta- 
tute, 1s ſo little as may be,(or rather too littl:) tor the well 
and ſufficient making of the Draynes, High-wayes, Brid- 
ges and all other works, as before*is expreſſ:d, and main- 
taining them, whenthey are made, and keeping the coun- 
try in ſafety, that there be neither too much warer in win- 
ter, nor too little in Summer; therfore I would adviſe a 
larger proportion ſhould be granted for the future ; if the 
Commoners refuſe or negle& to drayne themſelves; leaſt 
to the great diſhonour and diſprofit of this Common- 
wealth, the' Fenns (hould not be recovered and drayned, or 
if they ſhould, leaſt that they ſhould fall to decay by want 
of means, ſuthcient for the maintenance of the fame. 

4. Obieft, That the undertakers have generally choſen 
the beſt Lands, and do drayn their owne ſhares-well, but 
doe rather-drown then drayn the Commoners *part ; -by 
raiſing banks on their owne ſide and not on the Commo- 
ners, and if both are drayned, then the neighbouring coun- 
tries by their means ſuffer an 1nundation ? 

I anſwer ; That jin ſome levels, the Commoners have 
choſen where their Lands ſhould lye ; as the Iſle of Z xholme; 
and ſome have otherwiſe agreed; as Hatfield, Thorne, &c. 
But where they have not choſen, nor any agreement was 
made, commillioners of Sewers ( indifferent men) have 
with great care, provided, that, in the divifion of theſe 
Lands, the Towns ſhould have ſach as lay neareſt to 
them, being known to be the beſt and moſt conveniznt for 
them, F# 

Secondly, In all the wor es within my knowledge 
there were proportionably as many fluces (and thoſe with 
as good order) ſct, for the — as the — 

3 that 
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| (10) 
that there were rivers cat between them, and. no banks 
made on cither (ide, or where there were, they were made 
of equall height and thickneſſe : but where there were no 
banks made on the Commoners fide, as about Brig gend, 
Heipringham, and other parts of Keſteven, it was done out 


. of a provident care of the countrics good : for, the high 


country (neare adjoyning) being all corne-lands, and wan- 
ting paſture and meadow, it was held fit for their greater 
advantage, to make a ſufficient river for the venting of 
their waters; but to raiſe no banke there, and leave it to 
paſte and meadow ; which, wanting over-flowing ſome 

bf the winter, would not be fofertile; and it is ob- 
ſerved by skillfull busbandmen, that inundations cauſed 
waters deſcending trom clay-hils, or grounds (as theſe: are 
if ſoone gone, do the moſt improove maadow and paſture. 
Belides it was done to fatisfic the delire of ſome poore 
commoners ; who (having no maintenance-but: what- they 
can get by keeping a Cow or two) craved, that the fens 
might not altogether be freed from high winter-flouds,leaſt 
then the richer fort ſhould with their great flocks of (heep, 
cat the ground fo bare, that the poore peoples cactle could 
have no feeding. By this I bave ſhowne the reaſon of 
not making a banke for them ; now I will 'ſhew why 
there was a banke made for the drayners and the fens on 
the ather (ide of the river. 

Becauſe they could els have received little or no profit : 
for the adyenturers and commoners parts there, lying fo 
farre from Townes and houſes ( and having not the benefit 
of any hils) they maſt of necellity build ſome there ; and 
ſow Corn and other things there for their uſe, which all 
men know, require grounds that are very dry, and which 
may at all times rem2in ſo; from bence it appears that the 
undeetakers neither intended nor did, by theſe meanes any 
thing prejudiciall to the country ; ſo that if there hath any 
ul happened, it hath bin through the peoples willfull er» 
rour , ignorance or negligence; whoſe minds wanting 
providence are alwayes backward and indiſpoſed to any 
new thing be it acver {6 good. Agaige, fo ungratefull 
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for the moſt part they are, that if any great good hath 
bin freely and often done and thrown: -c ons, they ſoon 
forget it, and muſter up all the faall and trifling injuries 
though unwillingly, happning : imputing oftentimes the 
cauſes of their loſſes and injuries to others, when them- 
ſelves are onely guilty of them : For, now in many places in 
Lincolne-ſhire, and Tork-thire, the works are made very per» 
ſet; and would, at all ſeaſons of the yeare, keep the whole 
Country dry, did not the 1nhatitants cut the bankes, damme 
up, or wich cattle tread downe, the new draynes, or negle&t 
the ſcowring and deepning of their old, and repairing of their 
water-courles (which they ought todoe,) and yet, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe their unruly, ations and negle&s, they con- 
demne the undertakers as though they had done them myury, 
and their neighbours alſo: when as (to inſtance in Harfield 
Levell) Marſ-land and other Countries (being of as great 
a compaſſe as the ſaid Levell) were alwaics formerly endan- 

ered, and oftentimes ſuff. red, by ſuch unundations, that the 
| co thereof took away ſeverall heuſes and barnes, now no 
waters come at all to trouble them; and where the waters 
about their bankes ſtood 6. or 8, foot deepe, it now in the 
fame places and at the fame time 1s 5,6, er7. foot within 
ſoyle;. as it is to be ſeene near { role Canſway, 

Their clamours have been very farre ſpread thronghout the 
Kingdome, and have obtained with ſome the credit of truths; 
but 1fall are like this and ſome other which I have heard, (bur 
for brevity ſake omitted) I dare pronounce them otherwile. 

Their 1agratitude is crery where as evident, as theſe their 
untruths ; for example; the Lord of Lizd/ey, Sir Willian 
Killigrew, and other participants have raiſed in the Levell 
COS wakes in the length where there was none before; 
and tennc high-waies in the breadth where there was but 
one, and many bridges to that purpoſe amounting to the 
ſunune of about twelve thouſand ds; meerely 
for the good ofthe Countrey ; which they were not bound 
to make ; and have not received any recompence either in 
money or land; and yet the Commoners clamour againſt 
theſe men, as if they had ſuſtainad great wrongs by them in 


this 
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X his Work of drayning. Some in the like kind (es I conceive, 
- amieſervedly) have futtered in Hatfield Levell ;- the adven- 
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tires: whereof” laid out 40 thouſand pounds at the fcaft for 
making new rivers and bankes for the ſafety of Fiſplake and 
Sykehouſe(being but neighbours, lying on the other {ide of the 
river of Dum, and knowne by their denominations to be ſet 
onoverflowne lands) fo that of the grounds, which were 
before the drayning worth to be fold, but 3; or 4, pounds the 
acre, there is fo great improvement, that they are now worth 
tenne or twelve pounds the acre; and yet, though this im- 
provement hath been made, and twice fo much moneys, as 
the whole lands and houſes of toth the Lordſhips were woith, 
hath been beſtowed in making of rivers and bankes for their 
particular onely, they yet 1 ſay laboured to put them to farther 
charge; and have prevailed fo farre, that whereas the inhabi- 
tants of thoſe Townes, alwaics heretofore maintained banks 
for their own fafety, the undertakers now are forced, (to 
their unſufferable charge,) to mend and maintaine them. 
Theſe particulars I thought good to produce, to make more 
evident the gencrall good of drayning in this re{pe& alſo,both 
to the Commoners and neightours; and the unworthy re- 
ward, the undertakers have too really received, for their great 
expence and labour for the publique,more then private, good. 
Obie, 5. Thattheſe grounds will not beare the faid com- 
modiries, or if it ſhould, they will not yeeld the forementio- 
ned profit, there being no proportionable ſtore of buyers, * 

. T anſwer, That nothing but experience can make us certaine- 
ly know the true and _ qualify of the grounds ; yet, it 
we.compare all ſurromnded lands one” with another, we ſhall 
find very little or no difference : and by experience we finde 
that Harfieldand the adjacent ſeveralls are very fruitfull for any 
kind of corne, flaxe, and cole-ſecd ; as likewiſe the Lord of 
Lindſeys drayning ; where there was barley, wheat, beanes 
and oates ſowne and proved extraordinary good; and before 
the banks were cut by the Countrey, and the grounds by that 
meanes drowned, there were as hopefull crops of cole & ra 
ſeed as could be in any gatoat notwithſtanding theſe their 
uncivill aRions,of thoſe ſmall pieces of dry ground remaiving, 

ther 
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pounds worth of oile ; and in S»rro Marſh is ſome Madder 
planted, which, as ] beleeve, will yield no Ifſe then 50 or 
' threeſcore pounds an acre: And in Elcone drayning there is 
Cole-ſeed now growing (belonging to M.JVilliam eAnderſon) 
which will,in all probabllity,yicld no lefſe then 6 or 7 quarters 
of ſeed on one acre, Out of theſe and many other particulars, 
which 1 could mention,there may juſtly be colle&ed a general! 
fruitfullneſſc of all theturrounded lands in the Kingdome., 

And if it be true, (as I doubt not but the event will 
prove it) that the well drayning of ſurrounded grounds, and 
the tranſportation by water (well made and obſerved as aforc- 
faid) will make theſe lands .a rich and plentifull mine, it 
were ridiculous to fay, (much more to thinke or feare) that, 
where good commodities and wares are to be had, and with 
caſe, and ſmall charge, tranſported, buyers will be wanting 


to bring in plenty of moneys and take of theſe commodi- 


ties from their hands, there being great profit and gaine 
to be made by thein, it cuſtomes are, at the firſt, but rea- 
ſonably impoſed, Wo” 

Obreftion 6. That though all this be undonbtedly truc 
which hath been alleadged ; yet why ſhould theſe Fennes 
be drayned without the inhabitants willing conſent, and 

art taken away, being their proper inheritance and free- 

Id? 

I anſwer, Firſt, that it is but an imaginary inheritance ; 
for, lying under water ſo continually, they enjoy none or 
very little part of it; and that they doe enjoy (as hath, by 
many of the natives been confefled) bringeth much loſle 
and certaine dammage ; their cattle, once at the leaſt every 
three yeares, dying ef the rot : but admit it were acertaine 
inheritance, it isnot taken away by drayning ; for though 
the quantity be ſomewhat leſſened, the quality is improved; 
and whereas it is worth but twelve pence an acre, general- 
ly, by experience we find it will be werth (when drayned) 
tenne ſhillings: But yet onedegree farther ; admit,ſome part 
- of it, in ſome yeares, were afirme and good inheritance, 
* yielding as much profit before _ as after; _-_ 1 


there was gotten ſc muth cole-ſeed as would make 12600 _ 
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lawkull, where bankes, maintained againſt the Sea or Rivers, 
arelikely tobreak, to raife new upon any mansfirmeand = 
per inheritance (that lies moſt convenient)for the ſafcty of the 
reſt ; or if it be lawtfull, when one end of a ſtreet is on hire, to 
pull downe houſes, that the fire hath not yet ſeized on (and 
haps might never) for the ſafety of the reſt, why(rather may 
it not be lawfull to drayne the Fennes (now yielding little or 
no = though againſt their wills, when as it much condu- 
ccth to their particular good (in that they are made uſefull at 
all ſcaſons of the yeare to plant, to ſow corne or other uſes) and 
many waics alſo to the Common-wealth ; and likewiſe pre» 
vents a further overflowing of the waters, which (1n all like- 
lyhood) would,in proceſſe of time, be, by theſe waters which 
now arc, or lately have bin, upon the Levells before ſpecified : 
For by auntient Records it appeares, as alſo, by the famous 
Monaſteries, Abbics, Churches, and other gooaly and great 
buildings, by the many ſound roots of trees and other things 
found in the digging of ſome new draynes,that all theſe Fenns 
hare bin firme and good ground herctoforc ; and (as M.( amden 
relates out of William Malmerburies Hiſtory) a very Paradiſe, 
both in reſpe& of the pleaſantneſſe and exceeding great rich- 
neſſe of the foile, But if theſe had not bin good grounds former- 
ly (as queſtionlefe they have) the ſeverall lawes of drayning 
made long ſince by Kings and Parliaments, and the execution 
of them committed to Commiſſioners of Sewers with an un- 
limited power, and the priviledges, that have bin beſtowed on 
ſach who have ſpent their Labours this way (as thoſe of Rom- 
»eyMarſh who are freefrom payment of Suſtdics and have other 
freedomes). ſufficiently demonſtrate,there were plainly appea- 
ring grat commoditics and profits to be reaped, by the Com- 
mon-wealth, out of drayning,or elſe, we may conclude them 
to be very why inſtituted,and granted. | 
Thus farre I have brought examples from your awn home ; 
but if you pleale likewiſe to look on the honour and riches the 
Low-Country-men, and the Duke of Florence have gained by 
drayning and making rivers for tranſporting cammoditicstoo: | 
and fro within their Countries. (which you may more at large. : 
readg in thefarc-quoted authay} you will find it.to be CN p 
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thas nothing could have advanced it and if others Lo bak % 
had ſogreat gaincs out of ſo bad grounds wha malt the; cafts 


the 
needs þe to this Kingdome, which hath better. andþi 
grounds, and a more convenient paſſage; for, Ring of the 
Waters. Cy Se 

I know not,nor I believe the moſt quick-fighted oppoſer 
can find, wherein 1 have raiſed the rates of anyot the commodi- 
ties in the particular I have given; but if you pleaſe to take but 
halfe thereof, and you ſhall tind 1t tobe neare two millions per 
annum (a great coniiderable ſumme, to be made, out of tuch a 
ome of land,and there, where almoſt nothing hath bin made 

ormerly) beſides the manifaQures and the profit of the ſar- 
rounded _ herein _ pop = 1a | : 

But perhaps 1t may be obje&ed that mo ec Fen. 
grounds are 1% to be uſed either as arabk of af 1b reaſon 
of the many hafſocky and mooriſh parts of them : and if they 
are made fit, they wilt not long continue fo fruitfull. 

I anſwer. That there doubtleſſe many acres of ſuch grounds ; 
but I know none at all that cannot by induſtry ſoone be made 
very profitable, and remaine fo for ever: following but the 
(commonly knowne) rules of husbandry : for if you-cut the 
haſſocks, plow rhe ground, and-barne the haffocks 'and the 
green ſoare, and ſow it with any of the;fore-mentioned ſeeds, 
1t will three or foure yeares. yield excengjas great crops, and 
then if it cdntinue noteltas goed increatSxs formerly, turne it 
to paſture ; and it will yield exceeding good grafle ; this being 
the only and proper way. \ 

To conclude, if the great lofſe,prejudice, and diſhonour (ur 
der which this Kingdom long hath groaned)*inthevaſt and al 
moſt incexpreſſible expenee in buying forreigne commodi- 
ties ata deere rate, when as it might haveof its ownand fell 
and tranſport to others, in daily decreaſe of moneys, and in- 
creaſe of poore people, if contrariewiſe, the great, benehits, in 


the increaſe of the Kings revenue, victuall, Wh horſes, 


cattle,and ſheepe, cole and rape-ſced, madder, flaxy,hemp. tc. 
if the tranſporting by water 'of theſe and other commodities 
from place to place within the Countrey (to ow” + ad- 
vancement of trade as I have before ſhewed) and lafflyat the 


* G 


Lo” Ss 


> 
F%d 
+ - 


— 


- 


and poore people, 
vr ang to this King 
I ta es he accom 
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